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COVID-19 Update:  
Case Count Increases Significantly to 167 

 

Iowa County – The Health Department announces its biggest daily increase adding fifteen additional cases 
bringing the current COVID-19 confirmed case count in Iowa County to 167. The recent cases are in persons in the 
following age ranges 0-17, 26-35, 36-45, 46-55, 56-65 and 86+ years.  Cases are from all areas of the county and 
are not part of a single large outbreak. The Health Department has contact with all lab confirmed cases and 
reaches out to those who may have had close contact to each confirmed case. The Health Department assists in 
actively monitoring their health while they are under quarantine. 
 

 “The current surge in Iowa County is very concerning, stated Debbie Siegenthaler, Director, Iowa County Health 
Department. “We are seeing all age ranges affected. It is imperative that each person take this pandemic 
seriously. We are heading into flu season and influenza on top of Covid-19 is a dangerous scenario,“ added 
Siegenthaler. “Our goal continues to be avoiding a large surge in our hospitals and our public health and 
emergency response systems.  We count on every resident to be part of the solution.  Don’t go to crowds and 
don’t create crowds.  Mask up, keep your small social circles outside, practice social distancing and wash your 
hands often. Every person and every practice is important and helps us and the entire community with our goals”, 
Siegenthaler added.  A critically important message to residents who are high risk (60 years and older or have a 
chronic medical condition or compromised immune status)… please take extra precautions to reduce your 
exposure. 
 

On July 30, Gov. Evers issued Executive Order #82 to declare a public health emergency as a result of a spike in 
COVID-19 cases in counties throughout the state. At the same time, Gov. Evers issued a statewide face covering 
mandate. New cases of COVID-19 slowed down in August as a result of the mandate, but as campuses reopened 
the last several weeks, there has been a new surge in cases across our state. Yesterday, Gov. Tony Evers declared 
a new public health emergency in Wisconsin due to recent surge in cases among young people and issued a new 
face coverings order effective immediately. Orders will expire after sixty days or with a subsequent superseding 
order.  With yesterday’s new face covering order, Wisconsin residents ages five and older are required to wear a 
face covering when they are indoors or in an enclosed space with anyone outside their household or living unit. 
Visit https://evers.wi.gov/Pages/Home.aspx  to view Executive Order #90 and Emergency Order #1. 
 

 “We need to remember that most respiratory viruses see their peak activity in Wisconsin between late fall and 
early spring,” said Dr. Ryan Westergaard, Wisconsin’s Chief Medical Officer and the State Epidemiologist for 
Communicable Diseases. “We need to do everything we can now to slow the spread of COVID-19 and prepare for 
the winter. That is why we need to continue wearing masks and practicing physical distancing. It is also why we 
encourage everyone to get a flu shot this year; the flu shot cannot protect you from COVID-19, but by helping 
protect you from the flu, it helps strengthen our COVID-10 response here in Wisconsin by preserving hospital and 
testing capacity.” 
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Iowa County status remains classified as HIGH activity level along with the majority of Wisconsin counties. Visit 
the web link below to see definitions for case indicators, additional detailed data and a map of Wisconsin noting 
each county and their risk level https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/local.htm  
 

 

Important Sources of Information 
 

 Wisconsin Statewide and Regional metrics DHS website  
o WI Department of Health Services 

(DHS) https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/outbreaks/index.htm 
o Regional metrics https://publichealthmdc.com/coronavirus/data#metrics  
o Activity risk level https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/local.htm  
o County-specific data https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/cases-map.htm 
o Decision Tool for Individuals and Families https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-

19/decision.htm  
 

 Resources on the Iowa County website.   
https://www.iowacounty.org/departments/COVID-19  

o COVID 19 Dashboard (updated each Monday) 
o Daily Iowa County Case Count (updated Monday-Friday)  

o New cases are reflected on the Iowa County Health Dept Facebook page each day (Monday 
thru Friday). The Wisconsin DHS website updates each afternoon with county numbers. We 
update case numbers that occur over the weekend on the Monday Case Count. All positive 
cases are reported to the state and followed up on as they have been. 

o Local Data graphs  
o School Resources and Capacity Indicators  
o Mass Gathering Guidance  
o Get a free COVID-19 test here! https://www.publichealthmdc.com/coronavirus/testing   

 Upland Hills Health https://www.uplandhillshealth.org/patient-visitors/covid-19/ 

 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

o Frequently Asked Questions: CDC https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html  

 211 Wisconsin is an easy and helpful resource for COVID 19 questions.  Simply call 211 from your phone  
https://211wisconsin.communityos.org/  

 

Social Media sites: 
Iowa County Public Health on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/iowacountyhealthdepartment/ 
Upland Hills Health on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/UplandHillsHealthHospital/   
Iowa County Emergency Management on Twitter - https://twitter.com/ICEMWI 
Iowa County Emergency Management on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/icemwi/ 
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